INTRODUCTION
Plants have been the basis of life on earth and are the main source of livelihood since time immemorial. The interaction with the plants varies with different geographical locations and the ethnic community. This study of the plants in relation to their use by the people of particular community is a branch of the botany known as Ethnobotany. Since the time immemorial many plants were grown wild in the Lower Subansiri district of Arunachal Pradesh. These plants have been the important part of the local people. Some of the wild plants have even become an important part of the culture in some indigenous people's tradition and are known to be effective against certain diseases thus getting popular and commercialized into various products [1] . This diversity of wild medicinal plants is attributed to a wide range of altitude, the existence of the diverse climatic conditions ranging from tropical to temperate vegetation.Many of the wild plants even constitute the important part of the sacred grooves in Ziro. The Apatani tribe of Ziro is known to use different plant species for healing different diseases. These traditional medicines are practiced because of their easy availability of raw materials, effectiveness without side effects, and affordability.However, urbanisation and change in lifestyle causes people drifting away from these age-old practices and it may lead to a decline in the traditional knowledge about wild medicinal plants. With the very few reports on medicinal plants from this region there is a high possibility of losing TKS as a whole from this region. Therefore, the present study aimed at documenting and preserving the indigenous knowledge of wild medicinal plants use by the Apatanis of Ziro, Arunachal Pradesh. The whole territory of this district is mostly mountainous and is surrounded by various hill ranges.Ziro, the district head quarter of Lower Subansiri district located at 26˚55'-28˚21'N latitude and 92˚.40' -94˚21'E longitude is at an elevation of 2200 meters (Fig.1) . The climate of Ziro is characterized by high humidity throughout the year. The average annual rainfall of Ziro was 934.88 cm during 2000. Most of the Apatanis are loyal followers of the Danyi-Piilo faith, who pray to the sun (Ayo Danyi) and the Moon (Atoh Piilo). In olden days, the Apatani had prominent tattoo marks on the face to distinguish themselves from other communities settled nearby. Also says that it was to avoid other dominating tribes capturing their women folks. However, the practice of tattooing has been discouraged in the recent past and now is on the verge of extinction (Fig 2A, Fig 2B) .A humid subtropical to the temperate type of climate and high and low temperatures of 30.6°C and 1.1°C with 108.1 cm average rainfall [3, 4] have shaped the two major vegetation types in and around the study area namely i) sub-tropical forests and ii) temperate forests. 
Plant Specimen Collection and Identification
For ethical reasons, ethnobotanical data were collected with the prior approval and permission of the local administrator (Village Head) and the informants for publication of the research. Good specimens (with flowers and/or fruits) of all the wild edible fruit plants identified by the local guides were collected as voucher specimens during field walks following a guided methodology (Jain SK and Rao RR, 1977) [5] . Each specimen was given a collection number along with a scientific and/or local name when possible. The information was also captured in photographs of the sites, individual plants, and their flowers and fruits. The plant specimens were pressed, and herbarium voucher specimens were prepared following chemical sterilisation. Identification of the specimens was done according to the literature, "Flora of British India" [6] , referring to specimens in Botanical Survey of India (BSI, Arunachal Pradesh), and classified following Bentham and Hooker's classification system.
Data Collection
The objective of the study was clearly explained to the participants (local informants). A questionnaire containing a prior informed consent (PIC) developed following the method of Edwards et al. [7] was signed by an informant before an interview was conducted. The informants from 35 to 70 years of age including traditional healers were interviewed on the local household use of wild plants as medicine and recipes for the preparation.
Validation and Reliability of the Data
A consensus of the informants was used to validate the reports, to identify the plants most cited by the informants and also the information gathered was compared and cross-checked with the help of group discussions among different age classes of Apatani villagers that include both the genders of the society. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Altogether 30 wild medicinal plants belonging to 28 genera and 22 families are reported based on local claims of use as medicine. Most of them are dicots (25), 3 monocots and 2 pteridophytes. The families that have the highest number of wild medicinal plant species were Asteraceae and Solanaceae (four species each), followed by Berberidaceae and Lauraceae(two species), and the remaining 18 families contributed one species each. The 30 species were reported to cure 10 different types of diseases during the study. Maximum plants species (06) were found touse against cough. The above ground plant parts (leaf and fruits) wereused more than the underground plant parts (root, tuber, rhizome, bulb, etc.).
Following are the medicinal plants collected during the study. References [8-14]
1. Ageratum conyzoides Linn.
Family: Asteraceae Vernacular Name: Borba Tami Description: Annual herb, stem erect, hairy green or purple, leaves opposite with hairs. Inflorescence terminal.
Habitat: Common weeds and is cosmopolitan in distribution.
Propagation: By seeds Part used: Leaves Uses: Leaf juice, leaf paste is applied to cuts, wounds to stop bleeding. It is used as a first aid. Uses: Leaves and roots are used as vegetable and as anthelmintic. It is also good for massaging during body ache, improves blood circulation, antiseptic property, digestion.
Allium schoenoprasum

Artimesia indica
Family: Asteraceae Vernacular name: Kukulyu Description: A tall erect perennial herb. Leaves are bipinnatifid, green on the upper side and silvery below. Fruit is a dark brown to black coloured achene. Habitat: Dry area of Ziro Propagation: Seeds Part used: Aerial shoots, leaves Uses: Fomentation by leaves given relief in headache.
Acorus calamus
Family: Araceae Vernacular name: Kiile Tolyo Description: A perennial semi-aquatic herb with aromatic rhizomes. Leaves are slender, erect, sword like and bright green with a distinct midrib. Green coloured flowers appear in 2-4 spadices below the leaf tips. Fruits are small berries.
Habitat: Swampy areas of Ziro Propagation: Rhizomes Part used: Dried rhizomes Uses: applied on wounds for quick healing. Uses: It has a digestive properties, it is also used in the treatment of cough.
Berberis aristata
Equisetum arvense
Family: Equisetaceae Vernacular name: Ami Tiiper
Description: A rigid perennial rhizomatous herb. Stems are hollow with distinct nodes having sterile and fertile stems. Sterile stems are taller than the fertile ones. Leaves are small scales which are fused into sheaths.
Propagation: Vegetative propagation, spores.
Part used: Whole plant
Uses: It is used in the treatment of rheumatism and arthritic problems, coughing. Uses: Locally used for treatment of dysentery, stomach pain, Digestion, it is also considered as effective for providing good sleep.
Houttuynia cordata
Litsea citrata
Family: Lauraceae Vernacular name: Santero Description: A medium sized deciduous tree. Leaves are lanceolate, ovate to oblong. Flowers are yellow in colour. Fruit is a berry and lemon scented Propagation: Seed Part used: Seeds Uses: It is a pain reliever and also considered as effective for providing good sleep. 
Lycopodium sp
Melastoma malabathricum
Mikania micrantha
Family: Asteraceae Vernacular name: Man Tami Description: A branched, slender stemmed perennial vine. The leaves are arranged in opposite pairs along the stem and are heart shaped or triangular with an acute tip and a broad base. Flowers 3-5 mm long, are arranged in dense terminal or axillary corymbs. The seed is black, linear-oblong, five-angled and about 2 mm long.
Propagation: Seeds and vegetatively by rooting at nodes.
Part used: Stem and leaves
Uses: Juice of stem and leaves are applied in skin diseases, itching and skin allergy. Leaf juice is also used for healing of wounds, also used in cuts to stop bleeding. Uses: Whole plant (raw/boiled) are used as vegetable to promote appetite; plant juice is applied on cuts and injuries to stop bleeding; dysentery, diarrhea. Uses: Root paste is applied to cuts and wounds root juice is taken to treat stomachache. 
Mimosa pudica
Piper longum
Solanum khasianum
Spilanthes paniculata
Family: s Vernacular name: Yorkhung hamang Description: An annual or short-lived perennial herb and rooting at the nodes. Leaves opposite, simple, mostly dentate and flowers heads are conical or radiate.
Habitat: Muddy area Propagation: Seeds and vegetatively by rooting at nodes.
Part used: Leaves and stems
Uses: It is used as an appetizer and for curing intestinal worms. Leaves are used as a condiment or eaten raw/boiled to remove constipation. Flower paste is applied or chewed in case of toothache. The seed powder with equal amount of salt is used against cold, cough and fever; also given to increase appetite.
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